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Ranger Battalion and commanded an Infantry
Rifle Company.

During a night training exercise at Fort
Lewis, Mike was nearly killed in a C-130
crash. The fuselage of the plane split open as
the plane skidded 200 yards and embedded in
the desert floor. Mike recalls, “I felt my hand
break, in three places, and smelled dirt and
was knocked unconscious.” He was buried
under the dirt with only his arm showing. Two
fellow rangers dug him out and helped him
crawl from the wreckage as the plane ex-
ploded into flames.

After the Army, Mike studied Slavic lan-
guages at the University of California at
Berkeley and the University of Leningrad in
Russia. Mike then pursued advanced study of
Soviet affairs and public policy at Columbia
University after being selected as a Mellon
Fellow in the Humanities and winning a Na-
tional Science Foundation Graduate Scholar-
ship.

Mike graduated from Columbia University in
1989 and joined the U.S. State Department as
a Presidential Management Intern. He handled
a portfolio usually reserved for more senior of-
ficials at the Soviet Desk, making policy rec-
ommendations and writing talking points for
the Secretary of State regarding German re-
unification, chemical weapons, NATO, and
other issues. While at the State Department,
Mike became a Foreign Service Officer.

As a diplomat in Warsaw, Poland, Mike
tracked Poland’s evolving relations with Rus-
sia and the countries of Eastern Europe. He
analyzed the strength of the post-Communist
Party, correctly predicting its return to political
power in 1993. A tour in Moscow followed. As
special assistant to the U.S. Ambassador to
Russia, Mike helped coordinate the Embassy’s
response to critical events during a time when
Russia’s relationship to the U.S. in a post-Cold
War world was as yet undefined. He received
the State Department’s Meritorious Service
Medal in 1994.

The Cold War largely won, Mike and his
family decided to return home. He honored his
commitment to continue to serve the public in-
terest and entered the field of education. Mike
has assumed leadership roles to raise aca-
demic standards in his school district and the
State of Colorado. Mike also serves as an
educational consultant and motivational speak-
er for school districts and other public organi-
zations around the State. He is recognized as
an accomplished practitioner of curriculum
alignment, organizational effectiveness, and
systems thinking.

Over the past 5 years Mike and the Har-
rison School District Two School Board have
been on a quest to turn around the chronically
underperforming Harrison School District Two.
More than 70 percent of the 11,300 students
are living below the poverty line and many are
at risk of dropping out.

Their systemic reforms of the school district
include: Developing and implementing a rig-
orous pay-for-performance evaluation system;
Changing the recruitment paradigm by identi-
fying teacher candidates early and investing in
their training and preparation in return for a
commitment to teach in the school district; Pi-
loting a Year 2020 curriculum in a middle
school and high school in which students learn
critical thinking, information literacy, econom-
ics and globalization, math and science rea-
soning, Chinese, and the arts; Developing
principals and instructional leaders who are
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held accountable for improving the quality of
instruction and raising student achievement;
and Creating a culture of instructional feed-
back in which classroom instruction is ob-
served and effective feedback is given regu-
larly and consistently.

The district cites these other achievements
during Mike’s time as superintendent: District
removed from state academic probation; Sig-
nificantly improved test scores; Decreased the
minority achievement gap; Improved teacher
effectiveness, including removing ineffective,
tenured teachers from the district; and Created
the only public year-round school in the area.

Despite enormous resistance from the
teacher’s association in the district, Mike and
the school board have not backed down from
putting children first. 1 admire his focus and
fortitude in fighting for the school children of
Colorado Springs. | commend him for his suc-
cess and urge professional educators across
the country to study his record of success as
they look for ways to better educate our young
people.

Mike is married to Karen Miles, and they
have three children: Nicholas, Madeleine, and
Anthony.

Madam Speaker, | thank you for allowing
me this opportunity to pay tribute to Mike
Miles for his success in improving the lives of
our children.

—
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Mrs. MALONEY. | rise today to celebrate
the extraordinary leadership and work of
Thoraya Ahmed Obaid, Executive Director of
the UNFPA, United Nations Population Fund.

Thoraya Ahmed Obaid will retire as Execu-
tive Director of the UNFPA, United Nations
Population Fund, at the end of this year. For
over a decade, Thoraya has been an excep-
tional and dynamic leader of this important
U.N. agency and key partner to the United
States.

Thoraya has had a remarkable life and ca-
reer where she was often the “first” trail-
blazing a path for others. Born in Saudi Ara-
bia, her father made sure that she received
the same educational opportunities as her
brothers—sending her at age 7 to a Christian
boarding school in Cairo, Egypt. She excelled
in her studies and became the “first” Saudi
girl to receive a government scholarship to at-
tend Mills College in California, where she
graduated with distinction.

Thoraya became the “first” Saudi Arabian
let alone Saudi woman to head a U.N. agen-
cy. At UNFPA, Thoraya has effectively imple-
mented and advocated for UNFPA’s global
mandate to ensure that every pregnancy is
wanted, every birth is safe, every young per-
son is free of HIV and AIDS, every girl,
woman and young person is treated with dig-
nity and respect, and that policies for poverty
eradication are based on sound data.

Thoraya has played a pivotal role in pro-
moting understanding of the close linkages be-
tween the implementation of the agenda of the
International Conference on Population and
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Development and the achievement of the Mil-
lennium Development Goals, particularly the
importance of respect for the human rights of
women and greater investments in education
and health for the eradication of extreme pov-
erty and hunger. Moreover, she has a deep
and abiding commitment to supporting and ad-
vocating gender equality and the empower-
ment of women, and giving voice to countless
women, men and youth around the world to
participate in enhancing their reproductive
health and well-being.

Under Thoraya’s leadership, UNFPA has
been a model within the U.N. system on work-
ing in collaboration with civil society partners
around the world to ensure that culture and
rights are central to all development efforts.
For example, under Thoraya’s watch,
UNFPA’s Campaign to End Fistula is now
working in over 47 countries with doctors, mid-
wives, advocates, community leaders and pol-
icymakers to make obstetric fistula as rare in
the developing world as it is in the United
States.

Thoraya has accomplished much for the
world’s women and their families with grace,
humility, compassion and professionalism. In
retirement, she will be returning to the region
of her birth to continue to be a vocal and pas-
sionate advocate for the most vulnerable and
marginalized.

This remarkable and much admired leader
will be greatly missed in the United Nations
but | am confident we will continue to hear her
strong and clear voice for women’s well being
for many years to come.

| personally thank Thoraya for her vast and
tremendous contributions to the world’'s
women.

——————
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Kitty Pring for
her service to our community.

Kitty balances her involvement in the com-
munity, her profession and her passions with
skill and perfection. Professionally, she is a
mediator and facilitator and is a Principal of
ReSolutions Resources, which is an alter-
native dispute resolution practice. Kitty has
been the recipient of many awards including
Small Claims Mediator of the Year, Victim Of-
fender Mediator of the Year and the Jefferson
County Mediation Service Award.

Her dedication to the environment is evident
through her work locally and globally. She co-
authored the University of Denver Study Book,
“Greening Justice: Creating and Improving En-
vironmental Courts and Tribunals” which is a
step by step guide provided at no cost.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Kitty
Pring for being honored by the West Chamber
serving Jefferson County. | have no doubt she
will exhibit the same dedication and character
in all her future accomplishments.
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